[The relationship between gene expression of Bcl-2 and Bax and the therapeutic effect in oral cancer patients].
We have investigated the relationship between gene expression of Bcl 2 and Bax and the therapeutic effect in oral cancer patients. A significant correlation between Bcl-2/Bax gene expression ratio in the peripheral blood mononuclear cells (PBMCs) from the patients, and the therapeutic effect of radiation therapy in combination with UFT and OK-432, as well as survival rate, was observed. In addition, the statistically significant correlation was also observed between Bcl-2/Bax ratio and IFN-gamma and NK activity induced with OK-432. These findings suggest that Bcl-2 and Bax gene expression in PBMCs may be useful as a prognostic factor in oral cancer patients.